401 North 6th Street

Dates: Opening Night of Wait Until
Dark will be Thursday, September 25.

Regular performances will be September

26-27 and October 1-4. A matinee will
be offered on Sunday, September 28.

Show Times: Evening performances
begin at 7:30 p.m. Patrons may be
seated after 6:45 p.m. Matinees begin
at 2:00 p.m. Patrons may be seated
after 1:15 p.m.

Season Flex Pass Seat Selection:
Seat selection begins 7:00 a.m. Saturday,
September 13 for Flex Pass patrons.

Select seats online at fslt.org or call the Box

Office at 479-783-2966 (extn. 2) to request
seats on the phone. Flex Pass patrons may
also purchase an additional ticket for every
pass they have.

General Public Tickets: General
public tickets are available beginning
7:00 a.m. Thursday, September 18.
Purchase online at fslt.org or call the
Box Office at 479-783-2966 (extn. 2)
to purchase on the phone. Opening
Nights are $20. All other performances
$13.

Box Office Phone Calls: Be prepared
to leave a message with details about
your seat/ticket request including a
phone number where you can easily
be reached. Volunteers will return calls
during variable hours.
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Face Your Fear of the Dark
in Classic Thriller at FSLT

We are not afraid of the dark, but of what might be in it. — Anonymous.

SIP SIP HOORAY
Oh the excitement of Opening Night!
Courtesy of Sodie’s Wine and Spirits,
wine and champagne is served pre-
show. At intermission, a special dessert
is served along with brew from Fort
Smith Coffee. Tickets are $20. (By
calling the Box Office, Flex Pass and
Wednesday Night Subscribers can
attend Opening Night for an $7 fee.)

Take one fragile heroine, a spunky little girl, a supportive husband, a trio of menacing
criminals, and a doll filled with a stash of dangerous drugs. These are the ingredients for
the classic thriller Wait Until Dark by Frederick Knott which plays September 25 through
October 4 at Fort Smith Little Theatre.

Veteran director Rikkee Black is back with another thriller; she has previously directed
thrillers such as Gaslight, Web of Murder, and Curtain Up on Murder. FSLT previously
produced Wait Until Dark in 1980 with FSLT favorite performers Brad Kidder, Sr. and
Brittany Crews in the leading roles.

Wait Until Dark debuted on Broadway in 1966 starring Lee Remick and Robert Duvall.
The show was adapted into a classic film in 1967 starring Audrey Hepburn, Alan Arkin and
Richard Crenna. Acclaimed horror writer Stephen King has called the film version of the
story the scariest movie ever made and a masterclass in suspense.

See Wait Until Dark on page 3
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We greatly appreciate two of Fort Smith’s
leading corporate citizens, Landmark
CPAs (formerly Beall Barclay) and First
National Bank, who are co-sponsoring
Wait Until Dark. By underwriting the cost
of this production, their generosity helps
us maintain affordable ticket prices.

As one of the largest locally owned public
accounting firms in Arkansas, Landmark
CPAs provides a full range of accounting,
tax, assurance, and advisory services to

a diverse client base. Let the experts at
Landmark CPAs help you discover your
financial direction.

As early as 1950, First National Bank
was supporting FSLT by advertising

in our show programs, and through

the decades they have continued their
generous patronage. Founded in 1872 and
still locally owned, First National Bank is
here to serve all your financial needs. Our
community...Your Bank!

Director’s Letter

When I chose to direct Wait Until Dark, 1 was drawn to its
gripping suspense and the strength of its central character, Susy
Hendrix. Her journey — from vulnerability to empowerment — is
both thrilling and deeply human.

This story challenges us to think about fear, perception, and
resilience in the face of danger. Bringing it to life takes more
than just tension — it takes heart, and I’ve been incredibly lucky
to work with a cast that brings both. Their dedication, talent, and teamwork is
making this experience something truly special.

I hope you find yourself on the edge of your seat — not just from the suspense, but
also from the power of this performance.

Rikkee Black, Director

2026 Season Packages
Coming Soon

Our great line-up of shows for 2026
will be announced by October 1 at fslt.
org. Please note these important dates
for Season Packages:

Flex Passes Available: Oct. 15! 2026
Flex Passes can be purchased through
the box office or online.

Renewal Same Seat Subscriber
Deadline: Oct. 31! 2025 Opening
Night, Wednesday, and 2nd Thursday
Subscribers will be contacted mid-
October regarding renewal (or
changes) to their subscription package.
Renewals must be made by Oct. 31 in
order to retain same seat assignments
for 2026.

New Same Seat Subscriptions:
Nov. 12! New orders for same seat
subscriptions will be available online
and through the box office.



Wait Until Dark opens September 25

The story revolves around Susy Hendrix
(Melissa Vitale) who was recently blinded in
a car accident. Her supportive photographer
husband Sam (Jordan Lerch) and their
neighbor, sassy 9-year-old Gloria (Vivian
Mosby and Elisa Clarke) are dedicated to
helping Susy regain independence after her
accident.

Sam has unknowingly smuggled a doll
containing heroin into the country, and the
doll is now in their apartment. Enter three
violent criminals who are intent on finding
the doll. The charming and dangerous trio
includes Carlino (Michael Kennedy), Mike
(Kent Harris) and the menacing Harry Roat
(Brett Short). Throughout the show the
criminals begin to terrorize Susy. Can she
even the playing field to survive? Or will
the bad guys win? John Stephens and Riley
Phipps complete the cast as police officers.

A veteran crew supports the show. Director
Black is aided by Kim Pierson as Assistant
Director. Eric Wells produces with Kivalina
Lawrence as Stage Manager. TJ Dudley

is assistant stage manager as well as light
designer. Scott Black designed the set, while
Brett Short, Michael Kennedy and John
Stephens have assisted with set build. Tina
Dale is the costumer and Micki Voelkel is
the tech booth operator. Janelle and Aslyn
Cox are in charge of props.

Director Black is a lover of thrillers and the
1967 film has long been a favorite. “I'm
excited to bring this story to our stage! The
show is about Susy finding her power both
physically and mentally. It’s how she finds
herself again after losing her sight. I love
stories with strong female characters.”

Melissa Vitale is excited to bring Susy to
life: “This is a role I can really sink my teeth
into, as Susy develops from trusting and
slightly dependent to clever, courageous,
and determined through the play. “ She
continued, “The obvious challenge is
portraying a blind person while being a

seeing person. [ want to do it with respect
and realism. Another challenge is the
timing of all that happens on-stage. Not
just the delivery of lines, but everyone’s
movements must be well-coordinated so the
audience understands the desperation of the
circumstances. The physicality of the show
is immense.”

As the villain, Brett Short says, ”It’s always
said that playing the bad guy is so much
fun. I had no idea how true that is! Taking
on such a classic bad guy as Harry Roat,
Jr... and Harry Sr. from Scarsdale...may be
one of my favorite characters I’ve ever been
given the opportunity to embody. I’ve never
wanted an audience to hate me so much!”

While Vitale and Short are FSLT veterans,
all other cast members are new to FSLT.
Kent Harris says, “I’ve been impressed with
FSLT, especially considering the size of Fort
Smith. The theater space is great, and the
people involved clearly love what they do.
It is hard to choose a favorite part, but just
getting back onstage and going through the
experience of putting on a show has been
fantastic.”

Elisa Clark and Vivian Mosby are the two
young girls who share the role of Glori. They
will alternate performance dates. Both are
enjoying their time at the theatre and agree
that the best part of the role is “getting to
‘have an attitude’ and throwing things”!

The Opening Night performance begins at
7:30 pm Thursday September 25. Evening
performance continue September 26-27
and October 1-4. The Sunday matinee

on September 28 begins at 2 pm. Tickets
for Opening Night are $20; all other
performances are $13. Season Pass patrons
may begin seat selection at 7 am Saturday,
September 13. General admission tickets
go on sale Thursday September 18 at 7 am.
Tickets may be purchased online at fslt.org
or by calling 783-2966 (ext 2). Don’t miss
this classic thriller!
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Seating Late Arrivals
To minimize disruption for patrons
and actors, those arriving after curtain
time will be seated only at a suitable
break in the performance. It is also
possible that you may be placed in a
more accessible seat then moved to
your purchased seat at intermission.
Seating after a performance has begun
is subject to the discretion of FSLT.

ATTN: Same Seat
Subscribers

If you cannot attend on your assigned
performance date, please call the Box
Office by 6 PM on your assigned
night and leave a message. We can
move you to another date or release
your tickets so that someone else can
purchase those seats. Please don’t let
your seat be empty.
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From the top

Even as I write this more than a month after the close of Oklahoma!, many of us
at FSLT are still recovering from this musical extravaganza. The talented cast and
dedicated crew started rehearsing in May, opened in July, and gave their all for

13 performances over 3 crazy weeks. Thank you to all those who dedicated their
summer to providing us with wonderful entertainment.

But you know we don’t stay idle at FSLT. While all those Oklahoma! props were
being put away and costumes were being washed (you can’t imagine all the loads
of laundry!) — our off-season show Waiting for Godot jumped into production. And
suddenly here we are about to open Wait Until Dark. We quickly moved from a
Rodgers and Hammerstein classic, to a modern theatre classic about despair and
the human spirit, and now to a classic thriller. FSLT truly offers something for
everyone to enjoy.

Our Take A Seat Campaign will offer something for everyone as well —a
beautifully refreshed auditorium! As our facility is about to turn 40 years old, we
are planning exciting improvements including new carpet and new seats — a big
project that will begin in December and be ready for our 2026 season of shows.
With these changes we will comfortably accommodate our patrons for decades to
come. Please consider being a part of this project by purchasing a seat nameplate
for $250. Complete details are provided in this newsletter and at fslt.org. We would
be so grateful for your support!

— Joanne Peterson, President

Season Flex Pass patrons are urged to select seats before September 18.
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sy Paul Elliott

Directed by LOTa Rice

7 p.m. October 6

Callbacks
7p.m. October 7

AUDITIONS -

Join The Fun!

Auditions for the comedy, Exit Laughing,
directed by Lora Rice, will be held Monday,
October 6. Callbacks Tuesday, October 7.
Production dates are Nov. 13-22. The cast calls
for 1 male approximately 20+, 1 female 20+,
3 females 50+. When members of a bridge
club lose one of their own, they honor her by
borrowing her ashes from the funeral home for
one last night of fun. Hilarious antics, the power
of friendship and the joy of living life to the
fullest. Role descriptions and complete details

are posted at fslt.org/auditions.
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In 2026, our wonderful facility will turn 40 years old! To insure that FSLT will comfortably accommodate our

patrons for decades to come, we are planning an exciting refresh of our auditorium.

Beginning in December 2025, we will make numerous improvements including the installation of new carpet
and theatre seats! Bravo to the Arvest Foundation for making a $10,000 gift to launch this major campaign.

While many of our current seats are still comfortable, some are feeling
their age and cannot be refurbished. With beautiful fabric and supportive
cushioning, we know you will love the new seats!

How can you be part of the project? Please Take A Seat! For only $250,
you can name a seat, show your support for FSLT, or leave a lasting
tribute to someone special. This is your chance to become an integral
part of the fabric of our theatre -- quite literally!

You can name a seat online at fslt.org/take-a-seat-campaign.

(If you are naming more than one seat, please process each one
separately so you can list how you want each seat nameplate to read.)
Alternately, mail your check and nameplate information to FSLT,

PO Box 3752, Fort Smith, AR, 72913; call 479.783.2966 Ext. 4 to
leave a message; or email fsltfunding@gmail.com.

And remember - when you Take A Seat, you’re more than a spectator to
the magic of theatre; you’re playing a role in our history and insuring that
FSLT will be well equipped to comfortably entertain our community for
many years to come.
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What is the cost to name a seat and how will my gift be recognized? The cost of naming a seat is only $250. As a seat
sponsor, your name and/or the name of your honoree will be engraved on a plaque that will be affixed to the back of a new
theatre seat. Also, those who contribute to our Take A Seat Campaign will be listed on our website for years to come. Additional
recognition including social media and printed materials is also planned.

How much can be engraved on each seat plaque? Engraving is limited to two lines, 21 characters per line including spaces.
Just let us know what you want to appear on each line. This is an opportunity to put your own name(s) on seats or dedicate a
seat “In Honor Of” or “In Memory Of” someone special.

May | choose the seat | would like to name? Your named plaque can be affixed to the seat of your choice - providing it is
available and not already selected by another patron.

Does naming a seat mean that will be my assigned seat for performances? No. This campaign is a naming opportunity and
does not include tickets or seat assignments for performances in the theatre.

Can | name more than one seat? Yes - please do! Just be sure that if you make your Take A Seat donation online, you process
one seat at a time so that you can specify the wording for each engraved plaque. Alternately, call us at 479.783.2966 Extn. 4 or
email fsltfunding@gmail.com and a volunteer will process your donation and collect your seat plaque details.

Is my gift to Take A Seat tax deductible? Giving to our Take A Seat Campaign is donating to the Fort Smith Little Theatre, a
501c-3 non-profit organization. Therefore, your donation is tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law. Please contact your
tax advisor for further information.

What if i have additional questions? Our Take A Seat Project Coordinator, Nancy Blochberger, will be glad to answer any of
your questions. Please call 479.783.2966 Extn. 4 and leave a message or email to fsltfunding@gmail.com.




